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				Health Information Systems Degrees

 

Health information systems professionals are responsible for collecting, processing, analyzing and reporting healthcare data. Their work is essential in maintaining healthcare-related organizational workflows and compliance standards.

Students who pursue a bachelor’s degree in health information systems will study healthcare customer service, medical coding and computer system management. They will also gain valuable experience through internships and other hands-on fieldwork.

Education Requirements

While an associate degree is sufficient for many jobs, a bachelor’s degree will help students gain the skills needed to move into higher-level roles. Students will study medical topics like anatomy and pharmacology as well as technical subjects such as information management or program implementation.

The demand for HIM professionals is high as hospitals and physicians make the transition to electronic health records systems. These systems help ensure that a patient’s data is accurate and secure.

Students will be taught how to abstract information from hospital and ambulatory charts, using the latest ICD-CM and CPT coding books to assign codes to diagnoses and procedures and generate diagnostic related groups (DRGs). They will also learn about quality improvement processes, risk management techniques, reimbursement procedures and compliance strategies. Graduates will have the skills to work in patient data departments within healthcare organizations as well as insurance companies, pharmaceutical and software firms, law and accounting practices. They will also have the leadership skills to run their own department.

Career Opportunities

A bachelor’s degree in health information systems qualifies graduates for a variety of jobs. Some positions focus on the management of electronic data or analyzing the medical research data used in clinical trials. Others work directly with patients as a manager or healthcare coordinator. Some advanced roles require a master’s degree or additional training in a specific discipline.

Regardless of the job title, careers in health informatics are in high demand. The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that medical records and information technology jobs offer above-average salaries. These salaries range from around $17 per hour for entry-level jobs to six-figure salaries in some roles. Colleges that provide career services may help students find an entry-level job and build their experience. These services might include arranging internships and attending career fairs. It’s also a good idea for prospective students to consider pursuing professional certification in HIM. This can help them stand out to employers and enhance their employment opportunities.

Salary

With the right bachelor’s degree and some additional training, you can start a career in healthcare or information technology. A healthcare management major focuses on data analysis, while an information systems degree offers more hands-on technical training. Both degrees will teach you about data storage, analysis and information security.

A health information technician can work in a variety of different settings and is responsible for the collection, analysis and transmission of patient medical records. They can also create and maintain hardware and software systems that manage this information.

A clinical data analyst works with data and identifies trends to help a hospital or other medical organization make better decisions. They may also be tasked with vetting data accuracy and recovering lost information. A medical records supervisor oversees the team that handles patient medical data for a hospital or other facility. They can also focus on financial planning, personnel training and other managerial functions.

Work Environment

Health information systems professionals interact with many different people in the medical industry, including administrative and financial departments. As a result, they need to be comfortable working with a wide range of people and cultures. They also need to be able to solve problems quickly and effectively.

Because they work with sensitive data, health information systems professionals must pay close attention to detail. They must understand the implications of errors, which can affect patient outcomes. They also need to communicate clearly with healthcare staff, such as physicians and coding specialists.

Students who earn a bachelor’s degree in health information systems can find employment in a variety of settings. They can work in hospitals and long-term care facilities, or they can find positions with insurance companies, government agencies or software development firms. They can also choose to specialize in a particular area of health information. These specialties include coding, clinical documentation integrity and healthcare statistics. In addition, they may choose to join a professional organization.
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				Health Information Management 6th Edition

 

Health information is a critical component of the healthcare industry, and its proper management plays an important role in decision making. Designed to meet curriculum requirements for associate programs and to prepare students for the RHIT credentialing exam, this text is organized by AHIMA’s CAHIIM competencies, and features EHR samples, critical-thinking exercises and expanded coverage of key issues in HIM today.

Concepts

Properly managing health information is critical to providing quality, accessible healthcare. Health information management professionals are the foundation for collecting, storing and analyzing this information, while also serving as healthcare analysts who can control costs and provide research data. Using a real-world patient care perspective, the 6th edition of this engaging, easy-to-understand text introduces fundamental concepts and terminology. Chapter discussions are organized by CAHIIM competencies to prepare students for the RHIT credentialing exam, and EHR samples and critical-thinking exercises support in-depth learning. Expanded leadership content discusses career planning and development, while new coverage explores secondary uses of data. Also available with R2 Library:

Use E-ZBorrow and ILLIAD (Inter-library Loan) to request materials not found at Temple University Libraries.

Applications

Health information management is a discipline that blends business and technology. The information professionals in this field do not have direct patient contact, but they play an essential role by collecting, storing and disseminating data related to the research, planning, provision and financing of healthcare services.

One of the most important applications of health information management is telemedicine. It allows doctors to remotely monitor a patient’s condition by leveraging medical sensors and special software. Physicians can then export this data in real time to their colleagues for further analysis.

Another key application of health information management is a master patient index, which connects multiple systems in order to prevent duplicate data and ensure consistency. This system also makes it easier for practitioners to access relevant information quickly. It also helps to detect trends and tendencies in a patient’s health status so that medical experts can make accurate diagnoses. The information leveraged by a health information management system should be accurate and comprehensive to provide practitioners with a 360-degree view of the patient’s health status.
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				Capella University Offers Online Degrees in Health Information Management

 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics technical occupations in healthcare are growing faster than any other sector. These online bachelor’s degrees help students develop the skills necessary to succeed in this highly regulated industry.

The University of Cincinnati offers a bachelor’s degree in health information management that is offered 100% online and can be completed within six semesters. It is designed to prepare graduates to take the Registered Health Information Administrator exam.

Bachelor of Science in Information Technology

Whether you’re ready to start a career in healthcare data management or want to advance your current career, this online bachelor’s degree may be for you. This program prepares you to manage electronic medical records while staying compliant with heavily regulated systems. You’ll gain leadership skills and learn how to use data analytics in decision-making. The program requires 51 credits and culminates in a capstone project.

The BS in information technology is offered with two tracks: traditional and progression. The traditional track requires 61 credits and qualifies you to sit for the Registered Health Information Administrator exam. The progression track includes additional courses that can help you build the competencies to lead a healthcare organization. Both paths offer a combination of core courses, specialized coursework and a four-credit capstone.

The BS in Information Technology is offered in 10-week quarters, so full-time students can complete their studies in one year. This option makes it easy to graduate while working full time or raising a family. If you have previous experience or education, a counselor can work with you to apply those credits toward your degree. The university also offers a wide range of support services for students, including enrollment counselors, financial aid advisors, military support staff, tutoring, writing support and more.

Master of Business Administration in Health Care Management

The Master of Business Administration in Health Care Management degree offered by Capella University prepares you for a leadership role in the healthcare field. The degree program helps you build a deep understanding of healthcare management and IT while helping you learn the unique language and culture of the highly regulated field. The course of study also includes a comprehensive final project.

Capella offers a variety of online learning formats, including live web conferencing, discussion boards and group projects. You can choose to take one or more courses at a time, depending on your schedule. Students who complete three courses per quarter can finish their degree in a year.

The curriculum is designed for high-level managers in healthcare organizations and covers everything from healthcare policy to employee management. Unlike an MBA, which broadens your business knowledge, this MHA degree offers you the opportunity to focus on the unique requirements of healthcare management. During your program, you will explore healthcare delivery systems, health administration change leadership and an introduction to healthcare information technology. You will also take classes on topics like human resource development, facilities management and global health systems. Students are encouraged to gain work experience in the healthcare industry before graduating from this degree program. It is recommended that you take at least 45 quarter credits to satisfy the general education requirements of this degree.

Master of Science in Medical Informatics

If you’re interested in working in healthcare but want to keep your career on the cutting edge of national trends, a Bachelor of Science in Health Information Management at Augusta University may be right for you. This reputable online college is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education, making it one of the best places to earn a bachelor’s degree in health information management. The curriculum includes courses on healthcare, information technology, and data management. The program teaches students to support consumers, evaluate data, and improve services in a healthcare setting. It also teaches them to work within highly regulated environments.

Unlike many other online colleges, Capella University is an accredited school that offers a Bachelor of Science in Information Technology with a specialization in health information management. Its BS-HIM program is taught in a flexible online format. Its courses last ten weeks each and are offered every quarter. This allows full-time students to complete the degree in one year.

The program prepares graduates to manage electronic medical records in a highly regulated environment. It teaches students to stay compliant with privacy and patient confidentiality regulations. Graduates can find jobs as health information managers, clinical coding specialists, and directors of information technology in government agencies, software companies, and educational institutions.
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